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troops going? The question aroused bitter polemics in the
Peninsula, and the campaign in Morocco came to be once
more the axis of politics.
"From Spain/1 General Berenguer wrote, "came rumours
of a change in the situation, of malaise, of dissatisfaction with
the campaign and its commander, all rumours that unnerved
the troops and made the action of the High Command more
difficult. The Minister of War himself and those who accom-
panied him on a recent trip to Melilla were able to observe
how this propaganda was being spread throughout the army
engaged in operations. There was also talk of the repatriation
of units, which awakened uneasiness theretofore dormant or
not felt.
"The initial impulse, which had made the campaign of
reconquest begin under such favourable auspices, was being
lost by giant strides."
With this unwillingness and uncertainty in higher circles,
which fortunately did not reach the men in the front lines
who had the enemy before their eyes, new operations were
carried out at the beginning of the new year of 1922. General
Sanjurjo, through two vigorous and brilliant advances, re-
covered Dar Busada and Dar Azugag on the 9th of January,
and on the i oth Dar Drius, which, occupied for the first time
in May of 1920 and lost on July 23 of 1921, was recovered
six months after having been evacuated by the garrison of
Melilla.
Dar Drius! Another name in the series of solemn and
oracular epitaphs that marked like the Stations on the Way
of the Cross the Calvary leading to Annual. From a great
distance Franco's Legionnaires had a presentiment of what
was in store for them, through the stench, the last cry for
succour of the forsaken dead. If cruelty required a monu-
ment to mark the culmination of its rage, that monument
would have to be conceded to Dar Drius, which in January